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Public Choice III

Economics & Political Science 270C; Spring 2019 
Amihai Glazer 

Office Hours: Thursday, 1:30-3:30, Phoenix Grille

You need not have taken Public Choice I or Public Choice II to take this course.

The requirement for the course is to write a paper on the politics of some governmental policy. Thirty precent of
the grade on the paper will be based on a preliminary version (due in week 6). Half of the grade on the paper
will be based on the final version. And twenty percent will be based on weekly progress reports.

Overview

Miller, Gary (1997) "The impact of economics on contemporary political science." Journal of Economic
Literature , pp. 1173-1204. 

 Besley, Tim " The new political economy." Schnellenbach, Jan and Christian Schubert "Behavioral Political
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Voting
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perspective.'' Business and Politics , 2(1): 75-88.
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566-581.

 Baron, David (1989) "Service-induced campaign contributions and the electoral equilibrium."Quarterly Journal
of Economics , 104: 45-72.
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The costs of influence

Dal Bo, Ernesto (2007) "Bribing voters." American Journal of Political Science, 51(4): 789-803.
 Acemoglu, Daron, Georgy Egorov, and Konstantin Sonin (2013) "A political theory of populism." Quarterly
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Coate, Stephen and Stephen Morris (1995) "On the form of transfers to special interests." Journal of Political
Economy, 103(6): 1210-1235.

Commitment problems

Who will be the voters

Glaeser, Edward L. and Andrei Shleifer (2005) "The Curley Effect: The economics of shaping the electorate."
Journal of Law, Economics, and Organization, 21(1): 1-19.
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What will future voters want

Dixit, Avinash and Barry Nalebuff, Thinking Strategically , Chapter 6. 
 Tabellini and Alesina (1990) "Voting on the budget deficit." American Economic Review, 80: 37-49. 
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Rent seeking

Morris, Stephen (2001) "Political correctness." Journal of Political Economy, 109(2): 231-265. 
Besley, Tim "Political agency and accountability. "
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Pay in Government

Braendle, Thomas (2015) "Does remuneration affect the discipline and the selection of politicians? Evidence
from pay harmonization in the European Parliament." Public Choice, 162(12): 1-24.

 Decarolis, et al. (2018) "Bureaucratic competence and procurement outcomes." National Bureau of Economic
Research, Working Paper No. 24201
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quality and performance." National Bureau of Economic Research Working Paper No. 14906.
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2/28/2019 PublicChoiceIII.html

3/3

Disentangling incentives from selection."  Journal of the European Economic Association, 11(2): 369-398. 
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